
“Go! All of you. Leave us!” Joseph shouted to 
his servants.

Startled and confused, the attendants shuffled quickly out of the 
room. The men who remained shared wary glances with each other, 
careful not to make eye contact with Joseph, whose chin was now 
trembling. As the door slammed behind them, the anger melted off 
the Chief Minister’s face, and tears began their steady stream down 
his reddened cheeks. 

The audience in his room held their breath, unsure of what to do for the man 
who had crumbled so heartbreakingly in front of them. After what seemed like 
an eternity, Joseph gained control over his breathing, and looked up at the 
bewildered group of men in front of him. He struggled to maintain his voice: 
“I—I am your brother Joseph. Is my father still alive?”

Each man grew wide-eyed as all the color left their faces. Their brother 
Joseph? It couldn’t be! The news brought a mixture of emotions—surprise, 
fear, wonder, fear, amazement…and fear. It was only a few seconds, but the 
silence seemed to last for hours. No one spoke or even breathed. Joseph 
wasn’t sure they’d heard him correctly. So, he called them closer and repeated 
himself: “I am Joseph. Your brother. You know, the one you sold into slavery. 
Remember me?”

Of course they did! How could they forget? But they couldn’t believe that 
this man before them was their very own brother. This Joseph before them 
was no ordinary man. He had risen in the ranks to become a very powerful 
official in the Egyptian government—a man who would have been fully 

GETTING EVEN 
GOD’S WAY
Bible Reference: Genesis 45:1-15

MEMORY VERSE | Forgive the things you are holding against one another. 
Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13, NIrV
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FORGIVENESS *
Deciding that someone who has 
wronged you doesn’t have to pay. 



justified in punishing his brothers. Their silent stares continued as they thought 
back through all that had happened in the past between them and their 
brother.

Joseph had always been their father’s favorite son. He had given Joseph a 
fancy coat that had made them all jealous. And what made them even more 
angry was when Joseph told them all about his dreams. As a child he had 
two different dreams that his brothers would bow before him. It had seemed 
ridiculous at the time. In fact, now that they thought about it, the brothers 
couldn’t recall one nice thing they had ever said to Joseph. Instead, they had 
plotted to kill Joseph, and then decided to sell him into slavery. To cover their 
actions, they had told their father that a wild beast had killed his favorite son. 

As the realization of the situation rested heavily on the brothers’ shoulders, 
the atmosphere in the room grew tense. They could only stare at the floor, 
nervously shifting their feet, waiting for the horrific consequences that would 
surely come. They had sold their brother into slavery only to find out that he 
had grown up to become a ranking government official! Of course he would 
punish them. And they deserved it. 

No one could bring himself to make eye contact with Joseph. Sensing 
their shame, Joseph took a deep breath. He had had years to think 
about what his brothers had done to him, and God had led him to one 
conclusion. “C’mon, guys,” Joseph spoke gently. “Don’t be angry with 
yourselves.” He smiled, no trace of the agony and tears of before on his 
face. “Yes, you sold me into slavery. But God used every situation to get 
me to where I am today, in a position to do great good and help a lot of 
people, including you.”

They couldn’t believe their ears! The brothers were caught off guard.

“You mean, you’re not going to have us k-killed?” asked the shortest.

“No, brother,” Joseph explained. “I won’t kill you. I want to help you.” 

Their silent stares continued as 
they thought back through all that 
had happened in the past between 

them and their brother.
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kID’S CORNER 
In this story, Joseph had a lot of good reasons to get even with his 
brothers. Did Joseph lose anything by choosing not to get even? 

What did he gain?

PARENT’S CORNER 
Discuss with your child how “getting even” 
seems like a good way to hold the other 
person accountable, but harms us instead.

Talk About It
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The expressions on his brothers’ faces revealed their shock. Clearly, 
Joseph’s reception was the opposite of what they had expected or 
deserved. Joseph wasted no time filling them in on how God had used their 
evil plot to place him in a position of power, a position that God had used to 
preserve Israel, and as a result, take care of his family as well. The brothers’ 
faces finally brightened as Joseph laid out his plan. He would have the family 
move to Egypt so that Joseph could provide for them and so that they could 
all be together again. 

“But tell me,” the sorrow reentered Joseph’s voice. “Is my father alive?”

“Yes, brother,” another responded. “He lives!”

Joseph was overjoyed! He and his brothers began hugging and patting 
each other on the back. Before nightfall, they had made plans for the 
incredible family reunion that would soon take place.


